Diocese of St. Albans

The Profile of

o

The Benefice

of

Bromham, Oakley and Stagsden

(In the Deanery of Elstow )



The Benefice is part of the Elstow Deanery in Bedfordshire and is situated to
the west of the town of Bedford. There are three parishes in the benefice-
Bromham , the population of which is approx. 5,000, Oakley, with a
population of 2,500+, and Stagsden which is home to 330 people.
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The villages are mainly rural/commuter in character with good road links via
M1 and Al as well as an excellent train services to London and the south and
Birmingham and the north. Bus services operate through the villages although
there is no connecting service between the three villages. The nearest towns
to Bromham are Bedford (3 miles), Milton Keynes (18 miles) and Northampton
(18 miles).

All three villages are mainly residential with a number of farms. There is a
variety of private housing, social housing, retirement homes and executive
housing.

There are some small businesses located in the villages. However, few
people work in the community and most commute to surrounding towns with a
significant proportion commuting into London.

Benefice Council

Each Parish has its own Churchwardens and PCC to deal with local parish
business. We also have a Benefice Council made up of the Clergy team,
Churchwardens and one PCC member from each parish who meet to discuss
the vision and long term planning relevant to the development of mission and
ministry in the overall benefice. Offshoots of this are the Pastoral Committee,
Worship Committee and Communications Committee.



The forming of the Benefice Committee and its offshoots was the result of an
initiative called The Way Forward when we agreed that we needed to work
more as a complete benefice. These committees are attempting to put into
practice the suggestions and ideas which came from these discussions.

Benefice Office and Welcome centre

We also now have recently opened a Benefice Office and Welcome Centre,
situated in the Bromham Shopping centre. This is manned by the Parish
Administrator (who works 3 mornings) and teams of volunteers on the other
mornings and afternoons.

The office is also used for meetings in the afternoon and evenings.

The benefice operates a website - www. bromhambenefice.org which is
regularly updated by the administrator, who can be contacted on email at
parishadministrator@ntlworld.com or by phone 01234 825454.

Benefice Welcome Centre
Ministry Team.

Between the three parishes, in addition to the Incumbent, we have two Non-
Stipendiary priests, (one offering over 25 hours and one in full time secular
employment offering 5 hours), a Lay Reader and a full time Church Army
Captain who lives in Oakley.

Church Army Evangelist

Captain Martin Hartley is our Church Army Evangelist and lives in Oakley.
As a Church Army Officer, he was brought in to work within the benefice to
explore and develop fresh expressions of church in all three parishes.
Although this is the long term vision of his ministry here, he has identified
work that needs to be done to enable this to happen. If we want to develop a
fresh expression of church that is more relevant to people within the
community, first we need to build relationships and be a positive influence
within it.



The Vicarage .

The Vicarage, which is in Bromham, is a detached house in a good position
on the main road through the village.

It has attractive well-kept gardens at the front and the back.

The ground floor comprises an entrance hall, cloakroom with a shower and
toilet, a very large lounge/dining room with a hatch to the kitchen and patio
doors to the garden, a large well/fitted kitchen/breakfast room and a study
with large windows overlooking the garden at the back and front..

Upstairs there are 4 bedrooms and a bathroom and a small study/bedroom.
There is a garage with a storeroom at the rear end with additional parking
space for extra vehicles and visitors.

Top- Front of Vicarage which faces Stagsden Road.

Below- Rear of Vicarage showing part of garden



BROMHAM

Bromham village was originally a group of thatched cottages around a green
but it expanded rapidly in the 1960’s with the addition of two large housing
estates. Since then smaller estates have been added and, with the building of
the new bypass, there has been even more expansion.

There is little employment within the village apart from the local shops and
many people commute to London, Bedford or Milton Keynes.

In the ‘shopping centre’ at Avoca House in Molivers Lane, just off the Village
Green, there is a ‘One-Stop’ store also including the P.O, one Doctor’s
Surgery, a Chemist and the Benefice Office and Welcome centre. At the rear
there is an All- Day nursery and another Doctor’s surgery.

There is also another One Stop Store and a Budgens Store at the Lower end
of the village.

There are two public houses- “The Swan” and the “Prince of Wales”.

As well as the All-day Nursery - called ‘Little Fishes’, there are two Play
groups — ‘The Almonds’ and ‘Footsteps’. There are also three children’s play
areas with swings etc.

In woodland at the west side of the village, at the end of Molivers Lane, there
is the Leslie Sell County Scout Camp with a similar site for the Girl Guides
across the road in another part of the woodland.

There is a picturesque Water Mill, beside the infamous Bromham Bridge,
which is open to the public at certain times. It adjoins a large riverside picnic
area and events such as Apple Day, Mediaeval Festival with displays and
jousting etc are held during the year.

There is a by-pass so that traffic from Bedford to Northampton no longer
passes through the village.

Schools.

Bedfordshire operates a three-tiered education system and there is one Lower
(VC) School which spreads over two sites, joined by a playing field, taking
children from Bromham, Stagsden and Stevington.

St. Owen’s Church and the local Baptist Church have close connections with
the staff and pupils and regularly go in to take assemblies etc.

At the age of 9+ the children are taken by bus to Middle and Upper Schools in
the surrounding area or the Harpur Trust Schools in Bedford.



The Church

The Church, dedicated to St. Owen, is situated in privately owned Bromham
Park. The building dates from the C13 with later additions in the C14 and
C15’s and the C19. Itis possible there was an even earlier structure.

It comprises a Nave with a North Aisle, a Chancel with side Chapel and a
Vestry and a Tower with eight bells which are rung regularly every Sunday.

It is surrounded by a well-kept churchyard which has a recent large extension.
There is an adjacent car park for worshippers and visitors to the church.

St. Owen’s Church, Bromham.

The Church is well-maintained and in good order.
At the last AGM there were 141 people on the Electoral Roll.

Gift Aid and Envelope schemes are in operation to boost the churches income
but there is still a predicted shortfall of approx. £7,000 for 2008.



Our Parish Share was £31,128.00 in 2007 which we managed to pay in full.

The Friends of St. Owen’s have in the past raised money for various projects

such as the purchase of the Sound System, the new Heating System etc. and
are hoping to help with the new chairs when the necessary Faculty has been

obtained.

Bromham Services

Time Service Dates in Month
8.00am | Holy Communion 1%, 3" 5™ Sundays
10.30am Family Eucharist 1% Sunday
Sung Eucharist 2" 4™ 5™ Sundays
Morning Worship 3" Sunday
6.00pm | Benefice Evensong 2" 4™ Sundays
5" at Stagsden
10.00am Holy Communion Every Tuesday in room
at Baptist Church
2.00pm Fisherman’s Friends( Mum’s and Wednesday in church
Toddlers) during term time
11.00am Holy Communion at Randall’'s Close 1% Wednesday

Common Worship is used in all three parishes and the main hymnbook is
Hymns Old and New.

Children are welcomed to receive Holy Communion before confirmation but
only after a course of instruction with parental involvement.
Lay people also assist with services — details under each individual village.

Sunday School meet in the church during the 10.30am service and join in the
Family Service on the 1% Sunday. They also help with the Nativity Services at
Christmas.

SOYA (St Owen’s Youth Association) functions when there are enough
children in the Upper Age group 9+.

Fisherman’s Friends, which was previously Mother’s and Toddlers, meet at
the church on Wednesday’s at 2.00pm during term time

Average number for occasional offices (Figures for 2007)

Baptisms 14
Weddings 15
Funerals and Ashes 21 +

those at Crematorium

Most baptisms are performed either at 12.00noon or 3.00pm on a Sunday or
occasionally in a 10.30am service on 1% Sunday.




Choir

There is a choir for the 10.30am services and special services (Christmas,
Carol Service, Weddings etc.) with practice on a Friday evening under the
leadership of the Organist and Choirmaster. For Special benefice services
Bromham and Oakley choirs sometimes combine.

Lay participation

To assist with services there are Stewards (for welcoming people, taking
collections etc.), Servers for the Altar, Readers for the Lessons and
Intercessors to lead prayers. There are Lay Ministers of Communion to assist
with the Chalice. There are also people licensed to take Holy Communion to
the housebound parishioners.

Lay people also assist with preparation for Baptisms and there is a
Bereavement Group trained to help those who have been recently bereaved.
Wedding preparation is at present done by the clergy and lay helpers.

Study groups

Lent groups and Prayer groups meet either in the Benefice Office or private
houses. For larger gatherings we often use the St. Owen’s site of the Lower
School — prayer is an integral part of the life of the Parish.

There is also an Inter-parish prayer group that meets fortnightly and includes
the Methodist Church in Oakley.

Special services

Special services are held on occasions and annually, in the Spring, we now
hold a bereavement service called a Service of Remembering for families who
have been bereaved in recent years. This has proved very popular and we
hope now to develop this and hold a service to celebrate those who have
married in the church.

We also celebrate the Women’s World Day of Prayer with a service which
rotates round the five churches/denominations in the benefice.

PCC

Bromham PCC meets bi-monthly with the Pastoral, Building, Social and other
committees meeting as necessary on the intervening months to report on
specific items.

The Community

The Village has a large Village Hall which is used by a Nursery School in the
mornings and most evenings for Groups, Clubs etc and for dances, wedding
receptions, Antique Fairs and numerous other activities. There are three halls
of varying sizes, all under one roof, to suit all occasions and activities, each



with their own facilities. There are many clubs in the Village including two
W.I's, Indoor Bowls and a Gardening Club.

The playing field, behind the Village Hall, is host to football and other outside
events like the Annual Show and there is a Cricket field with a Pavilion in the
Park. The annual Village Show, which is held in July, has expanded to a
weekend of events and activities. At this, St. Owen’s and the Baptist church
share a tent called ‘Churches Together where there are activities and
refreshments. The day usually finishes with a joint act of worship.

Church Activities

Attached to the Church there is a Women'’s Fellowship which meets monthly
and a Men'’s group called ‘Fourth Wednesday’ which meets bi-monthly. There
is also a Fellowship Lunch held on the last Wednesday of the month, and a
Coffee morning held on the 1 Friday of the month. A ‘Bring and Share Lunch’
is held after the 10.30am service on the 2" Sunday.

A Church Fayre is held annually in June as the main fund raising activity.

Communication

A parish magazine called the Parish News is produced by the church and
published monthly. There is a weekly pew leaflet with up to date information
and notices for the current week.

The Parish Council also produce a free, quarterly Bromham Broadsheet.

Baptist Church.

There is a large, very active Baptist Church in the centre of the village which
serves a wide surrounding area. Our Vicar and the Baptist Minister meet
regularly for prayer and there are several joint services/activities each year.
We hold our midweek communion service in one of their rooms. Joint Easter
and Christmas Cards are delivered round the parish giving details of the
services in each church at those special times.



Oakley

Oakley is a village about four miles to the northwest of Bedford and two miles
north of Bromham.

It is a thriving community with many organisation existing for young and old
alike. Many Clubs such as W.I., Scouts, Air Training Corps, Rambling, etc
exist.

There is a Post Office/shop, a Beauty Therapy salon, a public house, and a
modern Village Hall. It also has a licensed Sports and Social Club with its own
playing field for cricket and football.

Every two years the playing field hosts the Oakley Carnival — a highlight of the
village with floats etc., from the many organisations. We produce a monthly
Parish Newsletter which is delivered to all households.

In 2004, Oakley won the Calor Gas ‘Village of the Year’ for Eastern England
and the Home Counties — an award that was received with much pride.

There is one public house called ‘The Bedford Arms’

Schools

Oakley has a Lower and Middle School in a 3-tier comprehensive system,
supporting a very popular Upper School in the nearby village of Sharnbrook.
The original ‘Old School’ in Oakley forms part of the Oakley Trust, which is
administered in part by the Vicar and Churchwardens.

The rent derived from the use of the building financially benefits the Church
Repair Fund as well as the local students in the village. Perhaps its greatest
benefit is the day care of the elderly, supporting four days per week where
they meet for companionship and a meal, under the supervision of a
manager.

School visits to church for worship and study are encouraged and prove to be
very popular.

Churches and Worship

Two churches exist in the Village: the Parish Church of St. Mary’s and the
Methodist Church.

A Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) was set between them in 1997. The
clergy in both churches work together for the benefit of the village and
particularly the two schools.

Many joint services are held in each church and on special occasions when
large congregations are expected (Mothering Sunday, Armistice Day service)
the Middle School hall is used. We produce a ‘Churches Together’ monthly
magazine.

The Oakley PCC has a membership of 14 including ex officio members and
meets monthly. It has sub committees which deal with Finance, Worship and
Learning, Fabric and Social. The Church has just had its Quinquennial
Inspection and urgent matters marked 1 and 2 are currently in hand.
Generally no major problems exist.
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The Church is open daily with many visitors signing our book; some from
abroad with very favourable comments.

During the summer we hold our famous ‘Teas in Church’ on Sunday
afternoons, which raises in excess of £1,000. We also hold a Soup Lunch
which is held in church, and at another member’s house, which has raised in
excess of £700.

The main churchyard is now closed for burials, but there is an extension
behind the main car park. A Garden of Remembrance is being planned for the
interment of ashes.

Our commitment campaigns, together with a dedicated social committee have
always ensured, somehow, that we have been able to pay our parish share
which is this year standing at £21,136. The church is insured with the E.I.G.
under their group scheme.

We have Lay participation for Lesson reading, intercessions and Chalice
assistance. We have a regular Organist/choirmaster, a thriving choir and an
enthusiastic team of bell ringers for the 6-bell Tower.

The Church Electoral Roll has 83 members.
The average congregation for a three service Sunday is approximately 60.

Oakley Services

Time Service Date in month
8.00am Holy Communion* 2" and 4™ Sundays
9.30am Parish Eucharist 1% and 3" Sundays
10.30am Family Service 2" Sunday
Alternate churches.
6.00pm Evensong* 1% to 4™ Sundays
5" Sunday combined
Benefice at Stagsden
11.00am Holy Communion at 1% Thursday
Lovell Homes
9.00am Holy Communion Tuesdays
10.00am Morning Prayer Wednesdays

* The Book of Common Prayer is used at these services.

Average annual figures for occasion offices

Baptisms 12
Weddings 4
Funeral 10

Most Oakley baptism services are administered at separate 12.30pm services
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St. Mary’s Church, Oakley.

Lovell Homes

Lovell Homes is a small development of homes for the elderly, and is
administered by a manager. It is a beautiful setting, in a crescent shape, with
a little summer house on its green. Here we hold Open-Air Services from time
to time, under our ‘Churches Together’ banner.

Oakley Methodist Church
Oakley Methodist Church is in an LEP with St. Mary’s and they work very well
together on many joint projects. The members of both churches support and

encourage each other and over the years have built a strong presence in the
village.
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The Methodist church is similar in size and configuration to St. Mary’s and has
a commitment to third world causes.

It is a friendly open church who are looking to the future and we look forward
to welcoming and working with the new incumbent of St. Mary’s

Children’s Organisations:

Footprints: Is a ‘Churches Together’, Tuesday night activity. Children aged
between 5 and 12 years are invited to explore together the Christian faith in a
fun way through games, songs and storytelling. It meets at the Methodist
church every Tuesday during term time from 4.30-5.30pm. It is a well-
established Children’s Club with a current membership of about 20 children.
Leadership is shared between Brian Leeson (Methodist member) and Captain
Martin Hartley, our Church Army Evangelist, with additional help from 3 other
adults and several sixth formers from Sharnbrook Upper School. Children
from Footprints are regularly involved in the joint family services, which
alternate each month between St. Mary’s and the Methodist Church, often
taking the form of a dramatic sketch linked to the theme of the service. A joint
Family Service Committee meets most months to consider the best ways of
involving the children in these services.

Mad Hatters : is a drama and dance group of youngsters from 6 to 13 years of
age, from both churches and surrounding villages putting on a main
production each year and helping in special family services on occasions
throughout the year in both churches. This year saw the biggest production so
far for these talented young people in The Wizard of Oz. Two performances
were sold out in days of tickets being available. It is led by its eponymous
founder, Roberta Hatt, and several volunteers from the village — members of
both churches.

Amigos: is a fellowship group brought together under the banner of Churches

Together where we have guest speakers, visits and talks, often given by
members.

13



Stagsden
The Village

Stagsden is the smallest of the three parishes in this benefice with a
population of fewer than three hundred adults of whom twenty three are at
present on the electoral roll.

Stagsden has been part of the benefice since 1977.

It has been by-passed by the main Bedford to Milton Keynes road so it has a
very pleasant rural feel to the village centre again. The farming community is
still quite strong in Stagsden.

The village boasts one pub, ‘The Royal George’, which is a particularly good
eating house.

The old school, which is now the village hall, has undergone extensive
refurbishment and is now an excellent centre for village activities.

Since the closure of the village school some 20 years ago children are taken
by bus to various schools in nearby villages or Bedford Town.

The Church
The mediaeval church of St Leonard’s has a foundation date of 1220 and is
well-maintained. It is situated in the centre of the well kept village.

St. Leonard’s Church, Stagsden
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The financial position of the church is stable and steadily improving. There is
a very active ‘Friends’ organisation which effectually has accepted all
responsibility for the upkeep of the church building and is currently planning to
provide toilet facilities.

There is at present no choir although there is an excellent organ.
Bromham and Oakley Choirs do help out on special occasions.

There are currently some 12 tower bell-ringers nearly all of whom are
beginners. They do ring ‘rounds’ for major services including the monthly
family service. The hand bell ringers are keen and successful.

Services

11.00am Family Service 1% Sunday

9.00am Parish Communion 2" 3" 4™ 5™ Sundays
6.00pm Joint Benefice Evensong 5™ Sunday

A recent definition described a village as a place where ‘most people can
know most people’ and it is very much the case in Stagsden. There is strong
sense of community and a surprising number of village activities result from
this. Underlying the sense of community is a foundation of goodwill towards
the church. The feeling is that the life of Stagsden is about to enjoy a
renaissance.
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New Incumbent

We look forward to welcoming and working with a new Incumbent whom we
would hope will be

a person of prayer and spirituality who can communicate with and build
the faith of people from varying backgrounds through prayer,
preaching, liturgy and pastoral care.

willing to be flexible, lead worship in both modern and traditional styles,
including the use of Common Worship, will adhere to the Anglican
tradition of wearing vestments at the main services and continue to
involve lay people in our worship and ministry.

a seen presence in the Benefice and involved in its activities

willing to build on the foundations already initiated from The Way
Forward discussions and be an inspiring motivator able to delegate as
well as to lead.

enthusiastic and committed to further develop ministry among young

families, youth and children and have ability to develop further the ties
between church and schools.
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